
We invite you to join our community, which is committed to inclusion, racial equity and anti-racism. We share in 
God’s abundant grace knowing that we cannot be separated from the love of God by our age, race, ethnicity, gender 
identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, political beliefs, socioeconomic status, physical or mental 
abilities or faith background.  If you don’t already have a church home and would like to join ours, please call the 
office at 515-232-6256 and we’ll connect you to one of the Pastors, and make it easy.

Our Mission
GATHER all people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ
GROW as disciples by worship, prayer and study of God’s Word

GO into the world to share the gospel in word and deed

Worship Schedule
9:30 am Sundays . . . Livestream & Limited In-person (please sign-up)

How To: 
View our livestream worship service at www.bethesdaames.org, 

and click on the banner that says “Livestream - Click here Sunday at 9:30 am”. 
Our Facebook page also hosts the Livestreams—facebook.com/BethesdaAmes/ .

Just “Like” our Facebook page and you will receive notification that the stream is starting.  
Each week, sign-up here bethesdaames.org/upcoming-events to reserve a seat in the pew on Sunday.

Sunday, March 28, 2021 . . . 9:30am
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Gathering

PRELUDE:  Trumpet Tune in D	      D. N. Johnson

P  ACCLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
	 Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11
P  The holy gospel according to Mark.
	 Glory to you, O Lord.

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two 
of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will 
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt 
tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are 
you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those 
who followed were shouting,
  “Hosanna!
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
    10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
   11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it 
was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

The gospel of the Lord.
	 Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS
The Lord be with you.
	 And also with you.

Let us pray…

We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
	 Amen.
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PROCESSION ANTHEM: “Hosanna in the Highest”   (D. W. Music) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature 
and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the 
glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
	 Amen.	

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDRENS’ MESSAGE

Word

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
L  A reading from Isaiah:
	
  4The Lord GOD has given me
    the tongue of a teacher,
  that I may know how to sustain
    the weary with a word.
  Morning by morning he wakens—
    wakens my ear
    to listen as those who are taught.
  5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
    and I was not rebellious,
    I did not turn backward.
  6I gave my back to those who struck me,
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
  I did not hide my face
    from insult and spitting.

  7The Lord GOD helps me;
    therefore I have not been disgraced;
  therefore I have set my face like flint,
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
    8he who vindicates me is near.
  Who will contend with me?
    Let us stand up together.
  Who are my adversaries?
    Let them confront me.
  9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
    who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
	 Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL:  Mark 14:1-11
P  The holy gospel according to Mark.
	 Glory to you, O Lord.

1It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were 
looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; 2for they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be a riot 
among the people.”

   3While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an 
alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. 4But 
some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? 5For this ointment 
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 
6But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. 7For you always 
have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 
8She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. 9Truly I tell you, wherever the 
good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”

   10Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. 11When 
they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to 
betray him.

The gospel of the Lord.	
	 Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PRAYERS 

PEACE & OFFERING:   Text three of your friends or family!
	 Please visit https://tinyurl.com//t4x6vz6 
	 or scan the QR code at right, with your smart phone or other device, 
	 to go directly to Bethesda’s secure giving page.

OFFERTORY:  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”	 A. C. Lovelace

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	 Amen. 

Meal

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those 
		  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
	 and the power, and the glory, 
	 forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
	 Thanks be to God.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
	 Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the 
power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.
	 Amen.

Sending

BLESSING
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve 
your neighbor

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
	 Amen.

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news.
	 Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:  “Herzlich tut mich verlangen”	 J. Brahms
	       (O Sacred Head, Now Wounded)
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Prayer at Bethesda
HEALING: Lucille Andersen; Fred Brown; Cindy Deppe; Nora (Brakke) Lehti; Julie Pike; Rod Place; 
Cooper Schmidt
SERVING OUR NATION: Colonel Mark Kappelmann, (D.C.), son of Glenn & Mary Kappelmann 
Kristin Murray, Diplomat (US Embassy, Rabat, Morocco), daughter of Russ & Jan Melby

Bethesda   Opportunities

Sign-up weekly
https://bethesdaames.org/upcoming-events/

April 14 @ 6:30 pm!
Save the Date!

Holy Week services are ALL Livestreamed
AND In-Person with sign-ups!

Our Washtub Collection is placed 
just outside the Sanctuary.

You can also mail in checks to Bethesda,
with “Saving Suds” in the memo line.
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Splash Sunday School 
The Zoom link will continue to be published in Friday’s E-newsletter each week. 
Glenn Crosswait and Lori Woodcock continue the Lenten series this Sunday. Please have a Bible 
(any translation or version is great) close by. Mark your calendars for “Splash-free Sundays.” 
We won’t meet on Easter, April 4. Our next Splash series will begin April 11 (through May 23).

Bethesda   Opportunities

Our next 

SPLASH 

curriculum is:

BIBLE 

DETECTIVE:

Always on 

the Case



Worship Participants 
Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                             Pastor Bryan Simmons, Pastor Ryan Arnold
Greeters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                 Don & Ardie Roehr
Lector  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                         Ardie Roehr
Musician . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Bethesda Virtual Choir, Bethesda Virtual Choristers, Mark Kretsinger-Harries
Sound Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                       Randy Slocum, Jim Stewart
A/V  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                  Rod Fischer, Allan Schmidt, Kathy Slocum

Office PHONE Hours
Monday–Thursday 
9:00 am–4:00 pm

Worship Schedule
Sunday . . . 9:30 am

Lenten Wednesdays . . . 6:30 pm

Contact Information
Tony Woodcock, Council President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       woodcock.ar@gmail.com
Bryan Simmons, Lead Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     bsimmons@BethesdaAmes.org
Ryan Arnold, Associate Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rarnold@BethesdaAmes.org
Lindsay Peters, High School Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               lpeters@BethesdaAmes.org
Mary Nelson, Lead Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        mnelson@BethesdaAmes.org
Mark Kretsinger-Harries, Director of Worship and Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                mkharries@BethesdaAmes.org
Lisa Ailshie, Communications Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               lailshie@BethesdaAmes.org
Lynn Anderson, Administrative Specialist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           ljanderson@BethesdaAmes.org
Cliff McDonald, Accounting Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               cmcdonald@BethesdaAmes.org
Cathy Wright, Bookkeeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           cwright@BethesdaAmes.org
Linda Fevold, Database Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   lfevold@BethesdaAmes.org
Curtis Malone, Assistant Custodian

 

1517 Northwestern Ave.
Ames, IA 50010
515-232-6256

www.bethesdaames.org

A congregation of the

Grow in God’s Word
April 4 . . . Easter Sunday

We are a proud member of Reconciling in Christ.
Learn more about our inclusivity at: www.reconcilingworks.org/RIC/


